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Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (SEND Code of Practice)
The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice gives guidance to education settings that helps to identify, assess and provide help for
children with special educational needs. It sets out the processes and procedures organisations must or should follow to meet the needs of
children.
Principles underlying the Code
The SEND (Special Education Needs and Disabilities) Code of Practice describes the principles that should be observed by all professionals
working with children and young people who have SEND or disabilities. These include:
• considering the view of children, young people and their families
• enabling children, young people and their parents to participate in decision-making
• collaborating with partners in education, health and social care to provide support
• identifying the needs of children and young people
• making high quality provision to meet the needs of children and young people
• focusing on inclusive practices and removing barriers to learning
• helping children and young people to prepare for adulthood
What are special educational needs (SEN)?
The term ‘special educational needs’ has a legal definition. Children with SEN all have learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder
for them to learn than most children of the same age. These children may need extra or different help from that given to other children of the
same age.

The law says that children do not have learning difficulties just because their first language is not English. Of course, some of these children
may have learning difficulties as well.
Children with SEN may need extra help because of a range of needs, such as in thinking and understanding, physical or sensory difficulties,
emotional and social difficulties, or difficulties with speech and language or how they relate to and behave with other people.
Many children will have SEN of some kind at some time during their education. Schools and other organisations can help most children
overcome the barriers their difficulties present quickly and easily. But a few children will need extra help for some or all of their time in school.
SEN could mean that a child has difficulties with, for example:
• all of the work in school
• reading, writing, number work or understanding information
• expressing themselves or understanding what others are saying
• making friends or relating to adults
• organising themselves; or
• some kind of sensory or physical needs which may affect them in school
Some children require an education health and care plan (EHCP) to ensure their needs are met within education, health and/ or care.
SEND at Brackenfield SEND School
All of the children at Brackenfield SEND School have an EHCP. We are a special school for children from 4-16 years old. As a specialist school
we offer provision for pupils with communication and comprehension difficulties. All our pupils are significantly cognitively impaired
operating developmentally between 0 – 6 years of age. We support pupils’ learning and journey into adulthood through a curriculum based on
life skills and skill generalisation. All of our pupils have specific learning difficulties such as autism, hearing or visual impairment, sensory
processing difficulties and learning disabilities such as Cerebral Palsy or Downs Syndrome. There has been a significant rise in the intake of
younger pupils with severe communication difficulties, who are pre-verbal.

Curriculum Offer
Our curriculum is made up of two combined
strands,
these are the linear curriculum and the lateral
curriculum. Our linear curriculum is based on
the content of EYFS and Key Stage 1 and 2
content from the National Curriculum.
Our 4 life skills areas are based on the
Preparation for Adulthood guidelines. The life
skill subjects specifically focus on teaching the
functional skills our pupils will require in later
life. For some, this means equipping them with
the skills to make simple but nutritious meals or
to maintain good hygiene; for others it might mean
creating a CV or catching a bus independently.
We recognise that some of our pupils, due to their complex needs, may never developmentally acquire certain skills; i.e. they may not
progress in a linear manner; therefore we also provide a lateral curriculum for each pupil. The lateral curriculum is focused on the refinement
and strengthening of skills over time and is personalised for each child through the setting of effective Personalised Learning Intentions
(PLIs). This correlates with EHC plans and the 4 areas of SEND.

Staff Team and External Support
Brackenfield has an extensive wealth of knowledge within the staff team. Each class is supported by a class teacher and Specialist Teaching
and Learning Assistants. The Children Services team support the pastoral offer across the school and work closely with families. The
Vulnerable Educational Needs Coordinator leads the team which includes a family support worker, personal and health care technician and a
family support worker who is also a sleep practitioner. In addition to this Brackenfield have service level agreements with educational
psychologists and speech and language therapists as well as working closely with occupational therapists, clinical psychologists and other
health and educational professionals. The senior leadership team consists of the Headteacher, two Deputy Headteachers, VENCo and School
Business Manager.

Local Area Information
Brackenfield School is in Long Eaton. Long Eaton is a town in the Erewash district
of Derbyshire, England about 7 miles (11 km) south-west of Nottingham and 8.5 miles
(13.7 km) south-east of Derby. The town population was 37,760 at the 2011 census.[1] Long
Eaton is part of Erewash borough. Long Eaton is located in Derbyshire, forming part of the
border with Nottinghamshire and very close to Leicestershire. The town is covered by a
Nottingham postcode however Brackenfield School, like many schools in Long Eaton, is a
Derbyshire funded schools. It is easily accessible from junction 25 on the m1.
Brackenfield Send School is situated on the Petersham Estate in Long Eaton. This is in
close proximity to several mainstream schools and local authority day care services.
Brackenfield Send School work in partnership with the local education and social care
provisions. At celebration, invites are sent to local schools and day services as well as
hosting sessions between provisions for social groups, including Forest Schools. This joined
up approach helps establish good local links in the community.
Labour Market Information (2018-2019 Data)
The most common
industries in Derbyshire

% of jobs
in this
area

This includes:

Manufacturing

17%

Forklift Truck Driver Production Operative Technicians
Floor Worker Cleaner

There are less jobs than people living in
Derbyshire.

Construction

5.4%

Builder Labourer Plasterer Electrician Plumber Cleaner

Wholesale retail and trade

16%

Store Assistant Warehouse operative
Customer Service Assistant Cleaner

Factory

Forklift Truck Driver

78% of Derbyshire adults are employed
13.8% of households claim benefits
15% of households do not have a working adult
97100 children live in workless households
Number of people in Derbyshire: 487700

Accommodation and food

8.2%

Waiter Chef

Receptionist Cleaner Kitchen Staff

Number of jobs in Derbyshire: 352000

Education

9.5%

Cleaner Caretaker Patrol Crossing Midday Supervisor Teaching
Assistant Learning Mentor Youth Worker Support Worker

Average hourly earning is £2 less than the
national average at £12.02
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CODE OF PRACTICE EXTRACTS

6.80 The above should include arrangements for supporting children and young people who are looked after by the local authority and have
SEN. The school plans for Looked after Pupils and individual Pupils Education Plan are reviewed to meet the statutory framework for this.
6.81 Schools should ensure that the information is easily accessible by young people and parents and is set out in clear, straightforward
language. It should include information on the school’s SEN policy and named contacts within the school for situations where young people or
parents have concerns. It should also give details of the school’s contribution to the Local Offer and must include information on where the
local authority’s Local Offer is published.
6.82 In setting out details of the broad and balanced curriculum provided in each year, schools should include details of how the curriculum is
adapted or made accessible for pupils with SEN.
6.83 Schools should also make data on the levels and types of need within the school available to the local authority. The data will be required
to inform local strategic planning of SEN support and to enable the local authority to identify pupils who have or may have SEN. Such data,
collected through the School Census, is also required to produce the national SEN information report.
For the full versions of the new Code of Practice please see:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25

